
LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Franc, pound, euro, peso, dollar, yen, birr, ringgit—the list of the world’s 
currencies goes on and on. In fact, there are over 160 di!erent currencies 
circulating today. The most traded currency in the world is the U.S. dollar 
with the euro being the second. The accumulation of money or the lack 
thereof has contributed to the rise and fall of many nations, not to mention 
individuals. It is no wonder Jesus mentions money so many times. 

As the Master Teacher, Jesus incorporated life experiences and tangible 
objects to teach people. One such teachable moment in the temple served 
as an object lesson for His disciples. While Jesus sat across from the temple 
treasury, He watched “how” people dropped money into the treasury. 

Although the treasury could refer to a room with some way to deposit 
the temple treasures and store them there, this treasury may have been 
1 of 13 trumpet-shaped collection boxes with narrow openings at the top 
for deposits. At the very least, temple o!erings were hard to miss; on the 
other hand, one could make a show of his gift. Jesus observed that the rich 
deposited large sums. In contrast, a poor widow gave two small coins. In that 
culture the woman likely had no hope for a major reversal of fortune. Her two 
coins were lepta, the smallest coin in circulation. Together the two coins were 
worth only a fraction of a penny. 

At this point Jesus gathered His disciples for an object lesson. He called 
their attention to what had just happened in plain, but hidden view. The 
woman’s gift was greater, literally, than all of the other gifts the people gave. 
Jesus explained that the others gave what they did not need, or out of their 
“leftover” money. He concluded for His disciples that although this widow 
was poor, she gave everything she had to live on. By doing so she committed 
her very livelihood, her survival, in trust to God.

Which is easier for you to give to God: money or time? Ask God to make you 
generous with all He has entrusted to you. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that their small gifts are 
enough for God to use in big ways? How will you help them be generous and 
use their gifts to tell others about God?

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught that worship 
is focused on God.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Mark !":#!-##

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor.  
Luke #:!$ (KJV)

The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke #:!$ (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Mark !":##

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March "%

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
when we give, we 

worship and 
honor God.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
 i What was Jesus 
watching in the temple? 
(Jesus was watching 
people bring their 
o!erings to church.)

 i What did the rich people 
put in the o&ering? (a lot 
of money)

 i What did the woman 
put in the o&ering? (two 
small coins)

 i Why didn’t the woman 
have more money? (She 
was a widow and didn’t 
have a husband to take 
care of her.)

 i Why did Jesus say the 
woman put in more 
money than the other 
people? (She gave all 
she had.)

 i Name some other ways, 
besides giving money, 
that people can give 
to God. (Answers may 
vary, but should include 
that people can give 
time, help, and things 
they own.)

BIBLE STORY

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING
Jesus sat in the temple across from where people gave their o!erings. 
He watched how the crowd put their money into the treasury. Jesus 
knew some of the people were very rich. He watched the rich ones 
put in large amounts of money. Jesus knew they were giving what 
was le" over a"er they bought everything they needed and even a 
lot of what they just wanted. It was not hard for the rich people to 
give this much money. They would not even miss it!

Jesus kept watching as a woman approached the o!ering place. This 
woman was a widow. She did not have a husband with money to take 
care of her. She did not have much money at all, but she dropped two 
small coins into the o!ering. They were not worth very much, but 
they were all she had.

Jesus called His disciples to Him. He explained to them, “This 
woman has put in more than all the others who are giving. These 
other people have only given what was extra, what they didn’t need. 
This woman has given everything she owns. This is all she has to 
buy the things she needs. She has given the most!”
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Grades 
!–"

 i Printables: “Books of the 
Bible Chart” 

 i straws (! per person)

 i scissors

 i tissue paper–Cut into 
"-inch squares (! square 
for every " kids). 

Tissue Paper Option: 
If kids struggle with 
“sticking” a tissue square 
to the wall, suggest that 
they a)ach the square to 
the straw by inhaling as 
long as possible. 

 i !* pennies

 i basket or bucket–Place 
on the floor at ! end of 
the room.

 i masking tape–Tape a 
start line on the floor 
several feet from the 
basket.

 i index cards

 i pencils

Option: For large groups 
of kids, set up multiple 
penny-tossing stations 
around the room. 

 i Printables: “Unit ! 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions 
story and the “Lesotho 
Photos.” 

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

 " Familiarize kids with the names of all 27 New Testament books, using 
the “Books of the Bible Chart” or the table of contents in kids’ Bibles. 
Explain the general content of each division.
 " Allow kids to choose partners. Give each child a straw. Give each set of 
partners a tissue paper square.
 " Instruct Player 1 to recite the New Testament books, either from memory 
or by referring to the chart, as quickly as possible. 
 " At the same time, Player 2 will stand about two feet from the wall and 
“stick” the tissue to the wall by blowing air through the straw in a single 
breath. The goal is to keep the tissue aloft until Player 1 finishes. 
 " Allow kids to switch roles and attempt the stunt again. If desired, players 
may swap partners. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

 " Invite kids to stand at the start line and take turns seeing how many 
pennies they can toss into a basket. 
 " Guide kids to form a line, shortest to tallest. Give the pennies to the first 
person in line. Distribute an index card and a pencil to each child.
 " Explain that each person will toss the pennies toward the basket. On her 
card she will record the number of pennies that made it into the basket.
 " Give kids one to two turns, encouraging each person to add her score. 
 " After kids share their scores, mention that we might think that small 
coins like pennies are not worth very much. For a woman in today’s 
Bible story, her small coins were everything. Encourage the kids to listen 
for what she did with them.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

 " Review the Lesotho missions story with the kids. 
 " Show the “Lesotho Photos” and help volunteers read the captions. 
 " Play a memory game by naming items kids might need for a missions 
journey to a Lesotho village that has no electricity or other modern 
conveniences. 
 " The first player begins: “I think I’ll pack a blanket.” The next player 
adds: “I think I’ll pack a blanket and a flashlight.” Continue the list until 
everyone participates or it becomes too lengthy to remember. 
 " Encourage kids to pray sentence prayers for the Flora family and the 
Basotho people. 
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Grades 
!–"

1. UNIT VERSE
 # Review the Luke 4:18 Unit Verse 
with kids.
 # Call for a volunteer to choose a 
paper slip and say the verse from 
memory in the designated manner. 
(The goal is to speak the verse so 
that observers do not notice the 
mannerism.)
 # Challenge observers to determine 
the “secret assignment.” The first 
person to do so may draw the next 
slip of paper.
 # Allow everyone an opportunity to 
participate.

2. BIBLE STORY
 # Lead kids to sit in a circle on 
the floor. 
 # Place the stack of play money in 
the center of the circle.
 # Open your Bible to Mark 12 and tell 
the story. Each time you mention 
money or coins, pause and allow 
everyone to remove one bill from 
the pile.
 # After the Bible story mention 
that some of the wealthy givers 
likely gave a tithe—a tenth—of 
their income. 
 # Lead kids to calculate a tithe of the 
play money in their hands.
 # Direct kids to set aside all but the 
smallest bill in their hands. 
 # Say: “Imagine this is all you have 
to purchase food, housing, and 
personal supplies. Why would you 
give it all away?”
 # Guide kids to find and read 
Mark 12:44, marking the verse with 
the paper bill.

3. LIFE ACTION
 # Remind kids that Jesus generously 
and unselfishly gave His life to 
show His love for all people. 
Because of what Jesus did when 
He died on the cross, Christians 
should give out of thankfulness.
 # Sing “Jesus Teaches Us.”
 # Pray and thank Jesus for teaching 
people about giving. Ask God to 
help kids give cheerfully and with 
thankfulness for all that Jesus has 
done for them.
 # Form teams of three to four kids. 
 # Give each team a sheet of paper 
and marker. 
 # Set a timer for three minutes.
 # Instruct teams to compile a list of 
adverbs ending in ly that would 
appropriately finish the sentence, 
I should give           . (regularly, 
generously, unselfishly)
 # Call for teams to read their lists. 
 # Declare the team with the most 
unduplicated answers as winner.
 # Option: Show the “Mooseberry 
Life Application” video. 

4. REVIEW
 # Drop the remaining play money 
into a paper bag.
 # Keep the same teams from the 
previous activity. 
 # Ask each team a review question 
from this session or the entire unit.
 # If the team answers correctly, allow 
one member to draw a bill from 
the bag.
 # Declare the team with the most 
“money” as winner.
 # Option: Show the “Notebook Bible 
Story” video.

 i Pack Item !: “Unit ! 
Banner and Verse” 

 i Teaching Picture +

 i Music

 i Videos

 i slips of paper (! per 
person)–Write ! 
phrase per slip: lick 
your lips before and 
a"er, tap your foot, 
look at the teacher’s 
foot, don’t smile, say it 
dramatically, adjust 
your clothing, tap your 
fingers, scratch your 
wrist. Create additional 
actions if your group is 
large. Place the slips in 
a bag.

 i " paper bags

 i package of play money

 i paper

 i markers

 i timer or smartphone

Option for Unit Verse: 
Teach the Weekly Bible 
Verse, Mark !":##.

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.
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LIFE POINT

Grades 
!–"

Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.

CHOICE 1
 i Kids Activity Pages

 i markers

 i envelopes

 i washi tape (printed 
paper tape)

 i index card–Write 
Worship is giving honor, 
reverence, and praise 
to God. Option: Mark 
the definition of worship 
in a Bible dictionary. 

CHOICE 2
 i Kids Activity Pages

 i pencils

 i clean bucket

 i # rubber jar grips–Drop 
on the floor to make 
indoor baseball bases.

 i "-, paper towel rolls

 i + sheets of paper–Write 
! question/word per 
sheet: How? When? 
What? Why? Out! Wad 
up papers and drop in 
the bucket.

Baseball Tip: If your 
playing area is small, 
limit movement by 
requiring fielders to 
kneel and requiring 
ba)ers to duck-walk or 
crawl from base to base.

CHOICE 1: GIVE!ELOPES
 # Guide kids to find and read 
1 Corinthians 16:2. 
 # Comment that because Jesus 
taught about generous giving, Paul 
encouraged the Corinthians to 
build it into their weekly routines.
 # Talk with kids about the 
opportunities they have each week 
to give o!erings, either in your 
regular worship service or in your 
kids’ Bible study/worship time. 
Explain that some adults choose to 
give to the church electronically.
 # Invite a volunteer to read the 
definition of worship. 
 # Ask: “How is giving an act of 
worship?”
 # Provide envelopes, washi tape, 
and markers. 
 # Lead kids to creatively decorate 
one or more envelopes in which 
they can collect and bring their 
o!erings to church.
 # Distribute Kids Activity Pages.
 # Lead kids to work together to 
complete “Double Digits” and 
discover possible sources of 
income to place in their giving 
envelopes. 
 # Encourage kids to worship and 
honor God with a regular habit 
of giving.

CHOICE 2: PAPER WAD 
BASEBALL

 # Distribute Kids Activity Pages and 
guide kids to complete “A Good 
(Be)Cause.” 
 # Ask: “Which matters more when 
it comes to giving, amount or 
attitude?” Encourage kids to name 
Bible stories or verses that support 
their positions.
 # Form two baseball teams and allow 
kids to choose team names. 
 # Place a bucket of paper wads next 
to home plate.
 # Give a paper towel roll to the first 
player to use as a bat.
 # Invite a player to choose a paper 
wad and open it. After she reads 
the question, ask the complete 
question below:

 " How should a person give?
 " When should a person give?
 " What should a person give?
 " Why is it important for a person 
to give?
 " Note: Play passes to the next 
player or team if a player opens 
a wad with the word Out!

 # Lead the player to re-wad the 
paper and toss it to the person.
 # Continue play like a conventional 
baseball game. 
 # Return the paper wad to the 
bucket after each play.

WRAP UP 
 # Explain that Jesus taught that 
worship is focused on God. The 
widow in today’s Bible story gave 
all she had because of her love 
for Him. 
 # Give kids One Conversation™ 
pages.
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