
LIFE POINT
People at church 
sing and thank 

God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Buildings such as the White House of the United States, Notre Dame 
Cathedral of France, The Royal Exchange of London, Frauenkirche Church 
of Germany, Twin Towers of New York City, and Gran Teatre del Liceu of 
Barcelona are famous for more than one reason: construction, destruction, 
and rebuilding. 

Centuries earlier, Solomon built a temple that lasted about 400 years. 
The Babylonians destroyed the beautiful temple in 586 BC when they 
captured the Israelites and took them into exile. About 70 years later, at 
the mercy of their Persian conquerors, the Israelites were allowed to return 
home where they found the ruins of the temple. They rebuilt on the same 
site with a volunteer construction team. The people gave offerings of gold, 
silver, and even “priestly garments” toward the building of the second 
temple. Before they laid the foundation for the new temple, they built the 
altar. Almost immediately, they began making sacrifices to the Lord as they 
observed the Jewish rituals. 

Volunteers, priests, and Levites participated in laying the foundation of 
the temple. This was a time of rejoicing. The laying of the temple foundation 
was cause for praise and thanksgiving to God. When the people saw the 
foundation completed, some rejoiced, and some wept. Those who wept 
recalled the place of worship they remembered from years past. 

This holy place would be known as Herod’s temple, due to his first-
century expansion, until the Romans destroyed it in AD 70. Now all that 
remains of the temple is a retaining wall, the Wailing Wall as Gentiles call it.

The Israelites celebrated by singing and playing instruments to praise 
God. How are you using your God-given voice and musical talents to 
worship, honor, praise, and thank Him?

THE PEOPLE SANG

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church sing, talk 
to God, and listen to Bible 
stories.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13

WEEKLY VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 14

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.12     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Music

 › Toy microphone

THE PEOPLE SANG

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

THE PEOPLE SANG
—Based on Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13

BIBLE STORY FOR 1s
 ʹ The people gave money to build a new temple (church) building.
 ʹ The workers worked on building the temple floor (foundation). 
 ʹ The people were very happy. They celebrated. 
 ʹ The people sang songs, played music, and shouted to show love to God.

BIBLE STORY FOR 2s
 ʹ Many families gave gold coins, silver, and special clothes so the temple 
(church) could be rebuilt. All the people worked together to build a 
special temple for God. 
 ʹ After they built the temple floor (foundation), the people celebrated. 
Temple leaders put on their special clothes and played music on their 
instruments. Others played cymbals while the people sang “God is 
good.” 
 ʹ Many people shouted happy words to God when they saw the 
foundation of the temple. Other people cried. The sound of the people 
could be heard far away.

GATHER TIME FOR OLDER 2s
 ʹ Gather and sing. Play, sing, and move to “Moving.” Mention that the 
people in our Bible story worship God at the temple (church).
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Open your Bible and 
tell the story. Mention that the people loved God so much they gave 
money so they could have a building where they could worship Him. Say 
that when the building foundation was finished, they sang songs and 
played instruments to worship God. 
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Using the toy microphone, state the Weekly 
Verse. Let the children pass around the microphone and practice saying 
the verse. If needed, direct them to repeat each word after you. Say: 
“One of the ways we can worship God is by singing like the people in 
the Bible story. This is a way we show God we love Him.” Sing “This Is 
Church.”
 ʹ Wrap it up. State the Life Point. Encourage (but not require) the children 
to name things they want to thank God for today. Say after each request: 
“Thank You, God, for _____” in a singsong voice. Pray and thank God. 
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Empty plastic bottles 
(crinkly water bottles 
are the best), filler that 
makes noise (beads, 
rocks, beans), shallow 
container, funnel, scoop 
or spoon, glue

Caution: Closely 
supervise this activity. 
Remove filler items 
when activity is done.

 › People figures

 › Paper towel tubes, 
aluminum foil, 
construction paper, 
scissors, glue, masking 
tape

 › Pack Item 18: “Book: My 
Church”

 › Construction paper, 
marker, toy tools

MAKE WATER BOTTLE SHAKERS 
Sort the fillers if needed. Remove all bottle lids and set aside. 

 ʹ Give each child a bottle.
 ʹ Talk about how the people worshiped God by singing and playing 
instruments.
 ʹ Tell the preschoolers that they will make instruments.
 ʹ Show the children how to put things into their bottles (funnel, drop, or 
spoon items in), keeping the bottle over the container to catch spills.
 ʹ Add glue around the lid of each finished shaker and seal the lid.
 ʹ Show children how to shake/play their instruments. Say: “Come, let us 
worship God.”

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
 ʹ Invite the children to play with the people figures. 
 ʹ Tell that some people brought gold and other items to give. 
 ʹ Say that some people worked on the temple floor (foundation) to build it.
 ʹ Mention that all the people sang and worshiped God when the floor was 
finished.

MAKE MICROPHONES
Cut each paper tube into 2 pieces (1 half per child). Cut construction paper 
to fit each tube. Cut aluminum foil into strips or squares, 1 per child. 

 ʹ Give each toddler a paper towel tube. 
 ʹ Help the children put glue on the construction paper pieces.
 ʹ Wrap the construction paper around each child’s tube.
 ʹ Give each child a piece of aluminum foil.
 ʹ Demonstrate how to wad the foil into a ball. Assist as needed.
 ʹ Glue the ball onto the paper towel tube. Wrap each microphone with the 
masking tape to help hold the foil ball in place.
 ʹ Let the children pick a song to sing together.
 ʹ Say: “People at church sing and worship God.”

READ AND MATCH
Trace around each tool onto paper, revealing the tools’ outlines. 

 ʹ Display and read aloud My Church.
 ʹ Say: “The people worshiped God in song after building the floor 
(foundation) of the temple.”
 ʹ State: “People at church sing, talk to God, and listen to Bible stories.” 
 ʹ Guide children to match the tools to the outlines.
 ʹ Name the different tools used.
 ʹ Encourage children to pretend to use the tools to build a temple floor 
(foundation).
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LIFE POINT People at church sing and thank God.

 › Shoe box, golf tees, toy 
hammers, safety glasses

 › Pack Item 21: “Palace 
Block Pattern”

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions”

 › Blocks

 › Music 

 › White paper, crayons or 
markers

 › Music 

 › Crepe paper (various 
colors), craft sticks, 
scissors, tape

HAMMER GOLF TEES
Place golf tees into the lid of the shoe box. 

 ʹ Remind the children that the people gave money to build a new temple.
 ʹ Display a hammer, asking the children what it is.
 ʹ Explain that a builder uses a hammer to add nails to hold things 
together.
 ʹ Put on a pair of safety glasses.
 ʹ Demonstrate how to hammer a golf tee in the box.
 ʹ Direct each child to put on the safety glasses before hammering.
 ʹ Monitor the activity, replacing or adding tees when needed.

BUILD A CASTLE
Lay out blocks and the pattern.

 ʹ Read aloud the missions story to the children. 
 ʹ Explain that in Poland they have castles.
 ʹ Instruct the children to build castles using the pattern or creating their 
own way.

DRAW TO MUSIC
 ʹ Play “My Father’s World.”
 ʹ Explain to the children that they can draw while listening to worship 
music. Encourage children to make marks on their papers.
 ʹ Mention that worship music is music that helps us praise God and Jesus.
 ʹ Comment that there are many ways to use music to worship God.
 ʹ State that we can sing, listen to others sing, and listen to or play 
instruments. 
 ʹ Say: “Thank You, God, for music.”

MOVE WITH STREAMERS
Cut crepe paper into streamers. Tape a streamer to a craft stick (1 per 
child).

 ʹ Give each child a streamer.
 ʹ Explain that we will use the streamers while listening to our verse.
 ʹ Play “God Is Good Medley.”
 ʹ Move around the room with the children.
 ʹ Explain that worship makes us happy and we want to show our love  
for God.
 ʹ Lead children in saying the Bible Verse as they move.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Give specific tasks to children to help them learn how to clean the room. 
Thank the children for helping clean.
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